In the Claims: 

Amend the claims to read as follows. The attached "Version showing changes" 
shows each change made. No new matter is presented. The number of total claims 
has been decreased. The number of independent claims has been increased by one. 
The amended claims are within the number for which filing fees have already been paid. 
No fee is required. 




1 1 (amended). A cuvette control unit for controlling cuvettes by reading a first bar 

2 code affixed on said cuvette, said first bar code being comprised of at least one 

3 control code located on one of two opposite end portions of said first bar code, 

4 and at least one information code located between said opposite end portions, 
s wherein said first bar code encodes a distinct value from among a plurality of 

6 possible values, said cuvette control unit comprising: 

a first reading means capable of reading said first bar code, the first 
reading means being operative to read said first bar code and being responsive 
to at least two different values of at least one said control code at one of said 
end portions, wherein the first reading means distinguishes among said at least 
two different kinds when reading the first bar code; 

12 a cuvette identification information producing means responsive to the 

13 first reading means, the information producing means providing a cuvette 

14 identification code based on the information code and also based on which of 

15 said different values of the at least one control code is read by the first reading 

16 means when reading said first bar code affixed to said cuvette; and 

47 a_memoty_meansJb^ 

is corresponding to said cuvette identification code. 



1 2(amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said 

2 cuvette identification information producing means produces said cuvette 

3 identification information from at least one said control code comprising a start 

4 code at one of said end portions, in combination with said information code. 



3(amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
cuvette identification information producing means produces said cuvette 
identification information from at least one said control code comprising a stop 
code at one of said end portions, in combination with said information code. 

4(amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said 
cuvette identification information producing means produces said cuvette 
identification information from two said control codes comprising a start code at 
one of said end portions, a stop code at an other of said end portions, and said 
information code. 

5(amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said 
first bar code comprises a start code and a stop code, on opposite ends of two 
digits consisting of one character of information and one character of inspection 
code. 

6(amended). A cuvette control unit for controlling cuvettes by reading a 
first bar code affixed on said cuvette and at least a second bar code affixed on 
a box for carrying a plurality of curettes, said first bar code being comprised of 
at least one control code located on one of two opposite end portions of said 
first bar code, and at least one information code located between said opposite 
end portions, wherein said first bar code encodes a distinct value from among a 
IsluMitylDnSo^ibl 

a first reading means capable of reading said first bar code, the first 
reading means being operative to read said first bar code and being responsive 
to at least two different values of at least one said control code at one of said 
end portions, wherein the first reading means distinguishes among said at least 
two different kinds when reading the first bar code; 



a cuvette identification information producing means responsive to the 
first reading means, the information producing means providing a cuvette 
identification code based on the information code and also based on which of 
said different values of the at least one control code is read by the first reading 
means when reading said first bar code affixed to said cuvette; 

a second reading means capable of reading said second bar code, and a 
cuvette box identification information producing means providing a cuvette box 
identification code based on the second bar code; 

a memory means for storing cuvette identification information 
corresponding to said cuvette identification code and said box identification 
code; and, 

a storing control means for storing said cuvette identification information 
in the memory means, wherein the cuvette identification information is 
correlated in the memory to the cuvette identification code obtained from said 
information code combined with said at least one control code, and said cuvette 
box identification code. , , , , 

/ 

Claim 7 is canceled, without prejudice. 

Insert the following new claim: 

8(new claim). A method of controlling cuvettes by reading bar 
codes affixed on s aid cuvettes , the bar codes representin g dig its of code , said 
method comprising: 

respectively locating a code to be used for detecting start/stop of said bar 
code at both ends of said bar code affixed on each said cuvette; 

selecting and using at least one code from among a plurality of start/stop 
codes respectively showing different values, as at least one of the codes at the 
ends of said bar code, used for detecting start/stop of said bar code; 



identifying each said cuvette using a cuvette identification code 
comprising one of the different values selected for said at least one of the codes 
used for detecting start/stop of said bar code and also comprising a value of a 
code located at a portion between said ends of said bar code; 

affixing to said cuvette the bar code showing the cuvette identification 
code; and, 

reading said cuvette identification code and producing cuvette 
identification information for controllina a oluralitv of the cuvettes. 
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WE CLAIM: 

4-. Cuv e tt e 1 (amended V A cuvette control unit for controlling cuvettes 

by reading a first bar code affixed on said cuvette, said first bar code being comprised of 
codes for control li ng at least one control code located on feeth one of two opposite end 
portions of said first bar code, and cod e fo r at least one information code located 
between said codes for c ontr o l l inao pposite end portions, wherein said first bar code 
encodes a distinct value from among a plurality of possible values , said cuvette control 
unit comprising: 

a first reading means capable of reading said first bar code - the first reading 
means being operative to read said first bar code and being re s ponsive to at least two 
different values of at least one said control code at one of said end portions, wherein the 
first reading means distinguishes among said at least two different kinds when reading 
the first bar code: 

a cuvette identification information producing means fo rresponsive to the first 
reading means, the information producing means providing a cuvette identification code 
based on the information corr e sponding to said cuv e tt e on wh i ch said first bar codo i s 
affix e d from said code for control l ing and said cod e for i nformat i on of said first bar cod e 
r o ad by sa i d code and also based on which of said different values of the at least one 
control code is read bv the first reading means when reading said first bar code affixed 
to said cuvette ; and 

a memory means for storing said-cuvette identification information produced by 
sa i d cuvett e i d e ntif i cation inform a tion produc i ng m e ans, corresponding to said cuvette 
on which said first ba r identification code i s affix e d . 

2 r2(amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said 
cuvette identification information producing means produces said cuvette identification 
information correspond i ng to said cuv e tt e on wh i ch sa i d f i rst bar cod e is aff i x e d from 
r . t .n rt mrte of ft . girl rnrinr , for nontro ll inn a nd s ni d nod e fo r from at least one said control 
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code comprising a start code at one of said end portions, in combination with said 



cuvette identification information producing means produces said cuvette identification 
information corr e spond i ng to said cuv e tt e on wh i ch said f i rst b a r cod e i s aff i x e d from 
stop cod e of sa i d codes for contro l ling and sa i d cod e fo rf rom at least one said control 
code comprising a stop code at one of said end portions, in combina tion with said 
information code . 

4r 4(amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said 
cuvette identification information producing means produces said cuvette identification 
information correspond i ng to sa i d cuv e tt e on which said first bar codo is a ffixed from 
from two said control codes c omprising a start code at one of said cod e s for contro ll ing 
aftd end portions, a stop code at an other of said cod e s for controll i ng end portions, and 
said cod e for information code . 

^(amended). The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said 
first bar code i s compr i s e d of said codes for control li ng comprised o f comprises a start 
code and |Lstop code, on e digit of sa i d code for on o pposite ends of two d igits consisting 
of one character of information and one dig ttcharacter o f cod e for inspection code . 



& The cuv e tt e contro l un i t as s e t forth i n claims 1 through 5 for controlling a 

plura li ty of sa i d cuv e tt e s stor e d in a cuv e tt e box on which a s e cond b a r codo is affix e d, 
wh e r ei n a s e cond r e ading m e ans capab le of r e ad i ng sa i d s e cond bar cod e is provided, 
a cuv e tt e box i d e ntificat i on i nformation producing m e ans for producing cuv e tte box 
i d e nt i ficat i on i nformat i on corresponding to said cuv e tt e box, on which said s e cond bar 
code is affixed, from sa i d s e cond bar code r e ad by sa i d second reading m e ans i s 



information code. 



3 r3(amended). 



The cuvette control unit as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said 
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prov i d e d, and a storing control m e ans for stor i ng said cuv e tt e id e nt i f i cation i nformat i on 
corr e spond i ng to said cuv e tt e stor e d i n said cuv e tte box, on which sa i d s e cond b a r cod e 
i s aff i x e d, r e ad by said second r e ading moans, produc e d by s a id cuv e tt o i dent i f i cation 
i nformation produc i ng means, and sa i d cuvett e box ident i f i cat i on i nformat i on produced 
by sa i d cuv o tto box i d e ntification information produc i ng m e ans, corr e spond i ng to each 
oth e r in said m e mory m e ans is prov i d e d. 

7-. Controlling m e thod, compr i s i ng; 

6(amendedi A cuvette control unit for controlling cuvettes bv reading a first_bar 
code affixed on said cuvette and at least a second bar code affixed on a box for carrying 
a plurality of curettes, said first bar code being comprised of at least one control code 
located on one of two opposite end portions of said first bar code, and at least one 
information code located between said opposite e nd portions, wherein said first bar 
code encodes a distinct value from among a plural ity of pos sible values , said cuvette 
control unit comprising: 

a first reading means capable of reading said first bar code, the first reading 
means being operative to read said first bar code and being responsive to at least two 
different values of at least one said control code at one of said end portions, wherein the 
first reading means distinguishes among said at least two different kinds when reading 
the first bar code: 

storin g corr e spond i ng r e la tio n -i nformation betwe e n-b l ood products i nformat i on 
obtain e d by a third bar code aff i xed on a blood products stor i ng m ea^s-s tor i ng blood 
products and said cuv e tt e id e ntif i cation information of sa i d f i rst bar cod e affixod on said 
cuvotte obtained by said cuv e tto contro l un i t as s e t forth in claims 1 through 6 in sa i d 
m e mory means, wh e n sa i d b l ood products i s proc e ss e d using said cuvettes; anda 
cuvette identification information producing means responsive to the first reading 
means, the information produc in g means providing a cuvette identification code based 
on the information code and also based on which of said different values of the at least 
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one control code is read by the first reading means when reading said first bar code 
affixed to said cuvette: 

control l ing said blood products bv sa i d a second reading mea ns capable of 
reading said second bar code, and a cuvette box identification information r producing 
means providing a cuvette box identification code based on the second bar code: 

a memory means for storing cuvette identification information corresponding to 
said cuvette identification code and said box identification code: and. 

a storing control means for storing said cuvette identification information in the 
memory means, wherein the cuvette identification information is correlated in the 
memory means to the cuvette identification code obtained from said inf ormation code 
combined with said at least one control code, and said cuvette box identification code. 



Claim 7 is canceled, w ithout prejudice. 
New claim 8 is added. 

8(new claim). A method of controlling cuvettes bv reading bar codes 
affixed on said cuvettes, the bar codes re presen ting di gits of code, said method 
comprising: 

respectively locating a code to be used for detecting start/stop of said bar code at 
both ends of said bar code affixed on each said cuvette: 

selecting and using at least one code from among a plurali ty of start/stop codes 
respectively showing different values, as at least one of the codes at the ends ofsajd 
bar code, used for d etecting start/stop of said bar code: 

identifying each said cuvette using a cuvette identification code comprising one 
of the different values selected for said at least one of the codes used for detecting 
start/stop of said bar code and also comprising a value of a code located at a portion 
between said ends of said bar code: 

affixing to said cuvette the bar code showing the cuvette identification cod e: and. 
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